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VITTA Education
British Science Week

March 10-19 brings with it a ten-day celebration of science, 
technology, engineering and maths in the form of British Science 
Week. This year, the theme for 2023 is – connections!

Getting involved is easy, and you and your class can take part  
in lots of different ways by visiting britishscienceweek.org

Not to be left out, VITTA Education have put together this activity pack to help 
spread the word, dress your learning space and help fill those last few minutes  
of a lesson with a bit of fun!

Inside this pack you will find Printable Bunting, Fact Sheets and Quiz Sheets.

We hope you enjoy and don’t forget to share your fun with us on our social channels.

VITTA Education is not affiliated with British Science Week

vittaeducation.com/bsw
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 BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK 
PRINT sheet

BSW Bunting:

1. Print your bunting onto 
card or thick paper

2. Carefully cut around  
the solid outer line

3. Carefully crease along  
the dotted line

4. Fold the flap over string  
or ribbon and secure with 
glue or staples
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Throughout history, Britain has led the way in science invention,  
innovation and discovery. Here’s just some of the greats...

Ada Lovelace
Ada Lovelace was a Victorian visionary in computer programming. 
As a mathematician, she recognised the potential of Charles 
Babbage’s Analytical Machine and wrote what is now considered to 
be the first algorithm for computers. Her legacy is commemorated 
worldwide, and she even has a computing language, Ada, created by 
the United States Department of Defense, named after her.

Timothy Berners Lee
Computer scientist and software engineer Sir Timothy Berners Lee 
invented Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) and the World Wide 
Web. As creator of the first browser and editor in 1991, Berners Lee 
was named one of Time Magazine’s ‘100 Most Important People of 
the 20th Century’, and now he spreads his knowledge as a professor 
of computer science at the University of Oxford.

Alexander Graham Bell
Credited with the patent of the first telephone and founded the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company, Alexander Graham 
Bell was not American but Scottish. Throughout his studies in the 
1860s, he even created a mechanically simulated voice. Though  
he invented the harmonic telegraph and later the telephone  
in 1875, Bell also researched aeronautics and hydrofoils.

Brian Cox
Brian Cox is an English physicist and former musician who  
is a professor of particle physics in the School of Physics and 
Astronomy at the University of Manchester and The Royal Society 
Professor for Public Engagement in Science. He is best known  
to the public as the presenter of various science programmes and 
author of popular science books, such as Why Does E=mc²?

Image source: Wikipedia
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Light the Fun-sen Burner with an end-of-lesson 
classroom quiz in support of British Science Week

Statement Switch
We’ve swapped out one word in each of the statements below to make it incorrect.  
Can you find the incorrect word and replace it with the correct one?

e.g. For half a century, Downing Street has been home to a bunch of Muppets attempting  
to educate the nation through play and song.

Answer: Downing = Sesame

1. Nothing can escape from the powerful forces of a black labrador, not even light.

2. In 1969, as Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the first people to set foot  
on the Moon. Gemma Collins remained in the safety of the Apollo II command module.

3. Hollywood Stars are the smallest stars in the known universe.

4. As a white dwarf cools down, it emits less and less energy. When it no longer  
emits a significant amount, it is called a grumpy dwarf.

5. Dark chocolate is the name given to an unknown substance which holds galaxies 
together but does not emit any electromagnetic radiation.

6. Exploration Rovers were sent to investigate Snickers between 2004 and 2018.

7. The first manned space mission to land on the Moon was called Apollo Creed.

8. The Big Ben event is a physical theory that describes  
how the universe expanded from an initial state  
of high density and temperature.

9. Footprints left on the Moon won’t disappear  
as there is no cleaner.

10. In our solar system Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and  
Neptune are known as New York giants.

What topic connects all the questions?

Answers: 
1. labrador = hole, 2. Gemma = Michael, 3. Hollywood = neutron, 4. grumpy = black, 5. chocolate = matter,  

6. snickers = mars, 7. Creed = 11, 8. Ben = Bang, 9. cleaner = wind, 10. New York = gas, 11. Space.
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Throughout history, Britain has led the way in science invention,  
innovation and discovery. Here’s just some of the greats...

Francis Crick
One of the most famous British scientists and theoretical 
molecular biologists, Crick is known for his work with James 
Watson on identifying genetic structures and co-discovered DNA. 
With their research, they founded the double helix design of DNA  
in 1953. Crick, Watson, and Wilkins won the Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine in 1962.

Elizabeth Garrett Anderson
Through her persistence, Elizabeth Garrett Anderson was the first 
British woman to qualify as a surgeon and physician in 1865, 
first French female doctor of medicine, and first dean of a British 
Medical School. Not only was she passionate about science,  
but she was also an activist for women’s suffrage. (She was even 
the first female mayor in Britain!)

Joseph Lister
Joseph Lister was a British surgeon, medical scientist, experimental 
pathologist and a pioneer of antiseptic surgery and preventative 
medicine. Joseph Lister revolutionised the craft of surgery, promoted 
the principle of antiseptic surgical care and wound management 
whilst introducing phenol (then known as carbolic acid) to sterilise 
surgical instruments, patient’s skin and doctor’s hands. 

Maggie Aderin-Pocock
Margaret Ebunoluwa “Maggie” Aderin Pocock is a space educator 
at University College London, scientist, and TV presenter on Sky 
at Night. Growing up with dyslexia, Maggie Aderin Pocock followed 
her love of space throughout school with fierce tenacity. After 
completing her doctorate degree, she now builds instruments that 
are aiding the fight against climate change.

Image source: WikipediaImage source: Wikipedia
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QUIZ sheet2

Light the Fun-sen Burner with an end-of-lesson 
classroom quiz in support of British Science Week

Alphabetical Answers
The answers to the following questions are all multiple words. Can you organise 
your answers into alphabetical order like the example below?

Question: Name the third Clint Eastwood Spaghetti Westerns.

Answer: And Bad, Good, The The The Ugly

1. Name five subcellular structures that both plant and animal cells have.

2. List the three places where amylase is made in the human body.

3. What are the four main things that affect transpiration?

4. What three defences do plants have?

5. The menstrual cycle is controlled by which four hormones?

6. What are the five plant hormones?

7. Along with G (for guanine), what are the three other letters which start  
the words for the four main nucleobases found in DNA?

8. Name the groups that organisms are classified into in the Linnaean system.

9. What is the full-form of DNA?

10. Name the systems in the human body.

What subject connects all the questions?

Answers: 
1. Cell membrane, Cytoplasm, Mitochondria, Nucleus, Ribosomes. 2. Pancreas, Salivary glands, Small intestine. 

3. Air Flow, Humidity, Light intensity, Temperature. 4. Chemical, Mechanical, Physical.  
5. FSH (Follicle-Stimulating Hormone), LH (Luteinising Hormone), Oestrogen and Progesterone.  

6. abscisic acid, auxins, cytokinins, ethylene, gibberellins. 7. A (adenine), C (cytosine) and T (thymine).  
8. Class, family, genus, order, phylum, species. 9. Acid Deoxyribonucleic.  

10. Cardiovascular, digestive, endocrine, immune, integumentary, lymphatic, 
 muscular, nervous, reproductive, respiratory, skeletal, urinary. 11. Biology
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Throughout history, Britain has led the way in science invention,  
innovation and discovery. Here’s just some of the greats...

Stephen Hawking
One of the most famous physicists of all time, Stephen 
Hawking founded many of the scientific theories today on the 
big bang, black holes, and theoretical physics. He was a renowned 
cosmologist, Director at the Center of Theoretical Cosmology at the 
University of Cambridge, and author; Hawking was also an activist 
for people with disabilities and a role model for all young physicists.

Sir Isaac Newton
Newton was described in his time as a “natural philosopher”.  
He was a key figure in the philosophical revolution known as the 
Enlightenment and formulated the laws of motion and universal 
gravitation that formed the dominant scientific viewpoint for 
centuries until it was superseded by the theory of relativity. He also 
made the first theoretical calculation of the speed of sound.

Dorothy Hodgkin
Dorothy Mary Crowfoot Hodgkin was a Nobel Prize-winning British 
chemist who advanced the technique of X-ray crystallography to 
determine the structure of biomolecules, which became essential 
for structural biology. Among her most influential discoveries are 
the confirmation of the structure of penicillin and the structure of 
vitamin B12, for which in 1964 won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry. 

Henry Cavendish
Henry Cavendish was an English natural philosopher and scientist 
noted for his discovery of hydrogen, which he termed “inflammable 
air”. He described the density of inflammable air, which formed water 
on combustion, in a 1766 paper, On Factitious Airs. Cavendish was 
distinguished for great accuracy and precision in his research into 
the composition of atmospheric air, the properties of different gases.

Image source: Wikipedia
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Light the Fun-sen Burner with an end-of-lesson 
classroom quiz in support of British Science Week

Smashing Answer Puns
The rules are simple. There are two clues for each answer in Column A and Column B. 
Smash the answers together to create a single answer/pun. Here’s an example:

Answers: 
1. Bunsen Burnernie Els. 2. Balancelot. 3. Test Tuber. 4. Microscopening Cermeony. 5. Spatulassie. 6. Lab Equipment.

Column A Column B Answer

Which song was a UK  
Number 1 for Gloria Gaynor

Pi Will Survive

Question Column A Column B Answer

1 Which South African 
golfer won his first Open 
Championship in 2002?

2 Who was the first knight 
of the Round Table, raised 
to the highest honour of 
knighthood by King Arthur?

3 What smartphone app 
launched in San Francisco, 
2009 that let people tap a 
button and get a ride?

4 What is the event call the 
marks the official opening 
of a newly constructed 
location or the start of an 
event like the Olympics?

5 What fictional Rough Collie 
dog was created by Eric 
Knight in his 1940 novel?

Now it’s your turn...

 BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK 
QUIZ sheet3

What connects all the answers?
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Throughout history, Britain has led the way in science invention,  
innovation and discovery. Here’s just some of the greats...

Charles Darwin
Charles Darwin was an English naturalist, geologist, and biologist 
widely known for his contributions to evolutionary biology. His 
proposition that all species of life have descended from a common 
ancestor is now generally accepted and considered a fundamental 
concept in science. Described as one of the most influential figures in 
human history, Darwin was honoured by burial in Westminster Abbey.

Rosalind Franklin
Rosalind Elsie Franklin was a British chemist and X-ray 
crystallographer whose work was central to the understanding of 
the molecular structures of DNA. Although her works on coal and 
viruses were appreciated in her lifetime, unfortunately Franklin’s 
contributions to the discovery of the structure of DNA were largely 
unrecognized during her life - but not anymore! 

Alan Turing 
Alan Turing was amongst others, a mathematician, computer 
scientist, cryptanalyst, philosopher, and theoretical biologist. He was 
highly influential in the development of theoretical computer science 
and is widely considered to be the father of artificial intelligence. 
Turing played a crucial role in cracking intercepted coded messages 
during WWII that enabled the Allies to gain tactical advantage.

Peter Higgs
Peter Ware Higgs is a British theoretical physicist, Emeritus Professor 
at the University of Edinburgh and Nobel Prize laureate for his work  
on the mass of subatomic particles. In the 1960s, Higgs proposed that 
broken symmetry in electroweak theory could explain the origin of 
mass of elementary particles in general and of the W and Z bosons  
in particular, eventually leading to the discovery of the Higgs Boson.

Image source: Wikipedia
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Light the Fun-sen Burner with an end-of-lesson 
classroom quiz in support of British Science Week

Backwards Answers
A virus has caused the following questions to be written backwards. Can you  
understand each question and answer with a backwards answer like in this example?

Question: for stand “www” does what bar address browser website In?

Answer: Web Wide World

1. 1807 in sodium and potassium including, time first the for substances  
of series a isolating for known is chemist Which?

2. molecule water a for formula chemical the is What?

3. elements of table the of name the is What?

4. as known commonly most ‘Carbondiaoxide Solid’ is What?

5. gas Laughing of formula chemical the is What?

6. 1964 in Chemistry in Prize Nobel the won Who?

7. ‘soda baking’ for name chemical the is What?

8. Bomb Hydrogen the developed Who?

9. chemically ‘magnesia of milk’ is What?

10. by separated oil crude in compounds different the are What?

What subject connects all the questions?

Answers: 
1. Davy Humphry Sir. 2. O2H. 3. Table Periodic The. 4. Ice Dry. 5. O2N. 6. Hodgkin Dorothy. 7. Bicarbonate sodium. 

8. Teller Edward. 9. Hydroxide Magnesium. 10. Distillation Fractional. 11. Chemistry.
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Throughout history, Britain has led the way in science invention,  
innovation and discovery. Here’s just some of the greats...

Michael Faraday 
Michael Faraday was an English scientist who contributed to 
the study of electromagnetism and electrochemistry. His main 
discoveries include the principles underlying electromagnetic 
induction, diamagnetism and electrolysis. His inventions formed the 
foundation of electric motor technology, and it was largely due to 
his efforts that electricity became practical for use in technology.

Sir Alexander Fleming  
Sir Alexander Fleming was a Scottish physician and microbiologist, 
best known for discovering the world’s first broadly effective 
antibiotic substance, which he named penicillin. His discovery in 
1928 of what was later named benzylpenicillin (or penicillin G) from 
the mould Penicillium rubens is described as the “single greatest 
victory ever achieved over disease.

George Stephenson
Renowned as the “Father of Railways”, George Stephenson was 
considered by the Victorians as a great example of diligent 
application and thirst for improvement. Pioneered by Stephenson, 
rail transport was one of the most important technological 
inventions of the 19th century and a key component of the 
Industrial Revolution.

Sir David Attenborough
Sir David Frederick Attenboroughis an English broadcaster, biologist, 
natural historian and author. He is best known for writing and 
presenting, in conjunction with the BBC Natural History Unit, the 
nine natural history documentary series forming the Life collection, 
a comprehensive survey of animal and plant life on Earth. His most 
recent work has been more vocal in support of environmental causes.

Image source: Wikipedia
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Light the Fun-sen Burner with an end-of-lesson 
classroom quiz in support of British Science Week

Totes Emo-genius 
How good is your cryptography? Can you decipher the famous scientists 
from the emoji’s below? Some faces from our fact sheets might help!

Answers: 
1. Niels Bohr. 2. Ada Lovelace. 3. Marie Curie. 4. Isaac Newton. 5. Alexander Graham Bell. 6. Schroedinger.  

7. Heisenberg. 8. Boltzmann. 9. Einstein. 10. Stephen Hawking. 11. Alfred Nobel. 12. Thomas Edison. 13. They’re all Scientists.
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What connects all the answers?


